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substantial yeomen owned or rented land worth two to four
hundred pounds annually at leastl. These wide variations
were in sharp contrast with the uniformity which had pre-
vailed under the manorial system, when the normal peasant
holding was the yardland of thirty acres2. An endless
variety of farms now existed ranging in size from a handful
of acres to hundreds and even thousands. In the seventeenth
and still more in the eighteenth century there was no longer
anything which could be considered an average tenement,
and the disparity between the small and large farm became
increasingly marked. Arthur Young noticed arable farms in
Norfolk which contained three thousand and even five
thousand acres. " In Suffolk there are some equally large.
I have seen others in Essex of above two thousand pounds a
year. In Kent there are very large arable farms ; and when
I was in Dorsetshire they had some of three thousand pounds
a year ". At the other end he found farms of twenty pounds
a year 8. Holdings tended to be much smaller in the open
fields than on enclosed land 4 since one of the principal objects
of enclosure was the consolidation of farms 5.
Social	On social grounds public sentiment favoured the small
Ismail *arm> but agricultural experts held that " a farmer of twenty
farm. pounds a year is little better than a day-labourer " 6. It was
maintained that the day-labourer was " as well fed, as well
clothed, and sometimes as well lodged as he would be, was
he fixed in one of these little farms : with this difference—
that he does not work near so hard. Indeed I regard these
small occupiers as a set of very miserable men. They fare
extremely hard, work without intermission like a horse, and
practise every lesson of diligence and frugality without
being able to soften their present lot. All the comfort they
have, which the labourer does not possess, lies in the hope
of increasing their little stock enough to take a larger farm;
but this is not effected so often as many people may imag-
1 Britannia Languens (1680), 131 (insect, viii.) ; Annals of Agriculture*
vft- 524-	* Supra, vol. i. 35, 133-135.
 *	Annals of Agriculture, vi. 148 ; xxi. 263.
 *	Ibid. xvi. 494
6 But consolidation also took place in the open fields: Davis, Agricul*
ture of Wiltshire (1794), 88.
« Essays on Several Subjects (1769), I28§

